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CERTAINTEED AND UNITY HOMES ANNOUNCE STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP 

WALPOLE, NH (April 25, 2018) ​CertainTeed, a leading North American brand of building materials 
and subsidiary of Saint-Gobain, one of the world’s largest and most innovative building products 
companies, announced its newly formed joint development agreement with Unity Homes, the 
Walpole, New Hampshire-based home manufacturer with the mission to raise the bar on high 
performance, low energy and affordability. The partnership was spearheaded by NOVA, 
Saint-Gobain’s external ventures arm dedicated to fostering strategic partnerships with startups 
around the globe. These industry-leading companies are teaming up to revolutionize the way 
American homes are built and to open a new door to innovation in the high-performance home 
market. 

Unity Homes began developing CAD-based digital tools to streamline and optimize the home design 
process. These tools formed the basis of Unity's Open Built (OB) platform, which uses a 
components-based approach to the off-site construction and on-site assembly of Unity Homes. The 
on-site assembly consists of approximately 50 precision-built components, is weathertight in just a 
few days, and can be ready to move into within 6-8 weeks. It is a much faster process than traditional 
on-site builds and requires much less labor to achieve better quality and better performing houses 
(energy efficiency, aesthetics, and comfort). The houses can be delivered to almost any site where 
other prefab/modular homes can’t go due to the size constraints. 

“We are very excited about the opportunity to have a joint development agreement with Unity Homes 
that will bring their technologically advanced and socially responsible building perspectives to our 
businesses in North America,” said Minas Apelian, Global Director of NOVA and Vice-President R&D 
CertainTeed. “This strategic partnership will help the teams develop new assemblies and 
components for high-performance prefabricated homes, as well as evolve the Open-Built CAD 
platform.” 

“We are very pleased to be in a working partnership with CertainTeed with a mutual goal to develop 
important technical and functional efficiencies that are deeply needed in our fragmented industry,” 
said Tedd Benson, founder and CEO of Unity Homes. “It is critical that we connect the dots between 
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the companies that design and build, and those that make and supply the materials and parts for 
those buildings. With this joint agreement, we intend to establish the basis for a homebuilding 
operating system, leading to better industry cohesion and therefore time, quality, and cost 
improvements for all.” 

About Unity Homes 

Unity Homes builds high-performance homes throughout the Northeast. By precisely manufacturing 
building components in the controlled conditions of a shop and then assembling them rapidly on site, 
Unity is able to provide its clients with predictable quality, schedules, and costs. The resulting homes 
are comfortable, healthy, and energy efficient, with heating and cooling costs that are consistently 
low. Learn more about the benefits of Unity’s “Better Way to Build” at ​www.unityhomes.com​. 

About CertainTeed 

Through the responsible development of innovative and sustainable building products, CertainTeed, 
headquartered in Malvern, Pennsylvania, has helped shape the building products industry for more 
than 110 years. Founded in 1904 as General Roofing Manufacturing Company, the firm's slogan, 
"Quality Made Certain, Satisfaction Guaranteed," inspired the name CertainTeed. Today, 
CertainTeed is a leading North American brand of exterior and interior building products, including 
roofing, siding, fence, decking, railing, trim, insulation, drywall, and ceilings. A subsidiary of 
Saint-Gobain, one of the world’s largest and oldest building products companies, CertainTeed has 
more than 6,300 employees and more than 60 manufacturing facilities throughout the United States 
and Canada. The company had total sales of approximately $3.7 billion in 2017. 
www.certainteed.com​. 

About Saint-Gobain 

Saint-Gobain designs, manufactures, and distributes materials and solutions which are key 
ingredients in the well-being of each of us and the future of all. They can be found everywhere in our 
living places and our daily life: in buildings, transportation, infrastructure and in many industrial 
applications. They provide comfort, performance, and safety while addressing the challenges of 
sustainable construction, resource efficiency, and climate change. ​www.saint-gobain.com​. 

About NOVA 

NOVA, Saint-Gobain’s External Ventures arm, is dedicated to fostering partnerships with startups, 
incubators, and venture capital funds all over the world. Since 2006, NOVA has identified 
forward-thinking startups whose philosophies align with Saint-Gobain’s focus on well-being and 
sustainability and connected these startups with the resources and experience of Saint-Gobain. 
www.nova-saint-gobain.com​. 
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